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1. What is the research about?
The title of the research is Mapping diverse engagements with energy in Cornwall, UK. It aims to demonstrate how there are many ways that people interact with and use energy, and that these wAill be impacted differently as the UK begins to decarbonise. The research will observe Community Conversations held across Cornwall, to learn from and consider the different experiences of people throughout the county.

Thank you for registering your interest to participate in further interviews and activities as part of the research. The following information sheet will provide further information about the research project, to help you confirm whether you want to participate in this study. Please read the information carefully and ask questions about anything that you don’t understand or want to know more about.  Your participation in this research study is voluntary. 

2. What is expected of participants?
An informal, semi-structured, 1-to-1 interview with the researcher. It is an opportunity to expand on discussions raise in the community conversations, and explore the topics from a personal perspective. 

3. When is the research taking place?
The Community Conversations will take place in the first half of 2026. Optional further interviews and activities may be conducted throughout 2026. The researcher will analyse responses throughout the year and share findings with Cornwall Climate Action Coalition and Cornwall Council in response to Cornwall’s Local Area Energy Plan.
4. What will be recorded?

Interviews will be recorded and transcribed as part of the research project. All data will be securely stored and deleted upon completion of the research project.

5. How will my personal information be used, and will it be shared?

Identifiable personal information (i.e. contact details) will be securely stored for only the researcher to access. Contact details will be saved for up to 2 years after project completion, after which point they will be destroyed. This is so that the researcher may communicate with you directly about any future use of the data.

Audio recordings will be stored in a separate password protected folder and destroyed upon completion of the research. Your individual transcripts and any multimedia submissions will be accessible only to you and the researcher during the research project, for you to comment and reflect on.  

The University of Exeter processes personal data for the purposes of carrying out research in the public interest. The University will endeavour to be transparent about its processing of your personal data. If you do have any queries about the University’s processing of your personal data that cannot be resolved by the research team, further information may be obtained from the University’s Data Protection Officer by emailing dataprotection@exeter.ac.uk or at www.exeter.ac.uk/dataprotection

6. Will I be able to review information generated about myself prior to publication (e.g. interview transcripts)? 

Absolutely.  You will have the opportunity to review and comment on all individual transcripts and submissions. You are encouraged to contribute reflections of your own submissions and how the research project was conducted.
7. What will happen to information about me that is collected during the study?

Information Personal information will be collected for contact reasons during the research and in signed consent forms. Contact details will be accessible only to the researcher. These will be stored for up to 2 years after the completion of the research and then destroyed. Consent forms will be made available alongside transcripts and multimedia data which will be deposited in the Open Repository Exeter for further research use.

Recordings Audio recordings and mixed-media submissions (such as images, drawings, video, items) will be transcribed, anonymised and analysed as part of the research thesis. Audio recordings will be stored separately from transcripts and be deleted upon completion of the research. Individual transcripts will be accessible to the relevant participant and the researcher only. Transcripts will be made available on completion of the research when deposited in Open Repository Exeter.

Third Parties No third parties will have access to participants information.

Confidentiality All information will be kept confidentially, in password protected folders on the University of Exeter’s SharePoint cloud storage. Only if there are severe risks to a participant’s wellbeing will information be shared with professional authorities.

Access All information will be stored securely using SharePoint cloud storage and regularly backed up. Participants will have a link to their individual folder so that they can access and view the information stored regarding them.

Publication The research will be published in a final thesis, presented in a final presentation and/or exhibition and may be published in journals, reports or conference proceedings. Interviews and mixed-media submissions will not be shared with collaborators on this project.

Storage All data will be digitised and saved on the University of Exeter SharePoint cloud storage. Non-electronic data will also be stored in a locked cabinet for up to 1 year after the project is completed and then destroyed.  Only the researcher will have access to all the data generated. Upon the completion of the research, anonymised data will be deposited in the University of Exeter Open Repository (ORE) for future research use.

8. Leaving the project
Being in this study is completely voluntary and you do not have to take part. Your decision whether to participate will not affect your current or future relationship with the researchers or anyone else at the University of Exeter.
You may stop participating in interviews and workshops at any time.  You have no obligations to answer any questions that you do not wish to answer during interviews. If you decide to take part in the study and then change your mind later, you are free to withdraw at any time. 
It is up to you whether you would like existing individual interview and activity data to continue to be used as part of the research. On leaving the project, the researcher will ask you to confirm in writing whether you do or do not consent to this data being used. If you do not want pre-existing data to be used in the research project, then it will be immediately destroyed. Please note that contributions to group workshops and recordings cannot be removed from the research.

9. Funders
This research is funded by the South West Doctoral Training Partnership and the Economic and Social Research Council.
10. Further Info & Contacts
If you have any questions at any point in the research, please feel free to contact the lead researcher, Isabella Hawkes ih371@exeter.ac.uk. If you are concerned about the way this study is being conducted or you wish to make a complaint to someone independent from the study, please contact cgr-reg@exeter.ac.uk. 
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